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d'Hareourt at Presles, and sometimes he went to the
races. He was a capital shot, as can be said with-
out any flattery. At the Jockey Club the Prince
one day declared that the English game of billiards
was far superior to the French one, which consists
exclusively of cannons. He considered the French
game too limited and " quite uninteresting," and
said he would be glad to see his friends at Marl-
borough House and show them " a fine game on a
good English table*" The Prince had a wonderful
memory. At the races he would recognise with a
kindly smile some sportsman who had been pre-
sented to him several weeks before, and whom he
had not met since, and this courtesy enhanced his
popularity. Naturally there was a change in the
programme of his visits to Paris after he became
King. He could spend only a few days there, and
he had not much time to spare for amusements*
The last dinner-party in France which King
Edward honoured with his presence was given by
Madame Waddington, the widow of the distin-
guished statesman who had been Ambassador in
London; and the last play he saw in -Paris was
" Chantecler " ; and it was then, in March 1910*
that he caught a cold which caused him much
suffering, and made him more seriously iU when
he reached Biarritz than people at home had
imagined* Just two months later and we were
mourning Ms death.
King Edward regarded as devoted friends the
late Mr. Karma, Director of Queen Victoria's
Continental Journeys, and Monsieur Xavier Paoli,